
Common kingfi shers grow to around 16cm in length, similar in 
size to a sparrow. They have the typical kingfi sher shape, with 
a short tail, dumpy body and large head. They are incredibly 
colourful, with an electric blue back and tail, and deep blue 
wings, crown and nape. The underparts and cheeks are 
orange, with a white throat and white band at the rear of the 
cheeks.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

when & where to see
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The common kingfi sher is one of the most beautiful and 
bewitching birds in Britain. This small, colourful water bird 
lives beside water bodies and is most often glimpsed as a 
fl ash of blue darting just above the water’s surface. Lucky 
people may spot a kingfi sher hovering above the water, or 
scanning the depths from a perch, before diving in to catch 
a fi sh.

Animal Facts

ALL ABOUT Kingfishers

K i n g f i s h e r

Kingfi shers are resident in most of the UK and can be 
found along almost any lowland fresh water system. 
Though they prefer slow fl owing, fi sh-rich rivers and 
streams, they can also be found along canals, lakes and 
even small ponds. In harsh winters some kingfi shers may 
migrate to the coast, where they can fi sh in estuaries, 
lagoons and along rocky shores.
Kingfi shers can be seen at a number of wetlands and 
rivers in Nottingham.

Scientifi c name: Alcedo atthis
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Kingfi shers usually hunt from a perch above the 
water, scanning for fi sh. When they spot a target, they 
bob their head up and down to gauge distance, then dive 
straight down like an arrow. They have specially adapted 
eyes to deal with the change in light as they enter the water, and a 
special transparent third eyelid – the nictitating membrane – that protects their open 
eyes. Once a fi sh is caught, they fl y back to their perch, 
beat the fi sh on a branch and swallow it head fi rst.

There are actually 7 subspecies of the common 
kingfi sher across its wide range, differing from 
each other slightly in size and the shade of 
their colours. The subspecies found in Britain is 
actually Alcedo atthis ispida.

The main part of a kingfi sher’s diet is fi sh, such as 
sticklebacks and minnows, but they will also eat 
other creatures such as small crustaceans and 
insects.
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Animal Facts

did you know?

    Wildlife in the City is funded by Natural 
       England through Access to Nature, as 
             part of the Big Lottery Fund’s 
                    Changing Spaces 
                             programme.

           Wildlife in the City is a project 
        promoting local urban wildlife across 
     Nottingham City.  Wildlife in the City is a 
    partnership between Nottinghamshire Wildlife  
  Trust and Nottingham City Council, aiming to 
  offer more opportunities for people to get 
  involved in wildlife and their local green spaces.

                 About 
      Wildlife in the City

There are 86 full species of kingfi sher around the 
world, and the common kingfi sher is the most 
widespread of all of them. It is found in an area 
stretching from Europe down to North Africa, and 
east through Russia and China, all the way to 
Japan, Indonesia and the Solomon Islands.
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Kingfi shers nest in a chamber at the end of a 
tunnel, dug into a vertical bank, usually beside 
the water. Typically a female will lay 5-7 eggs. 
Once the young have left the nest they will only be 
fed for a few days before becoming independent. 
The adults will then drive the young birds off and 
may attempt to raise another brood or two.

Kingfi shers are sensitive to disturbance and have been awarded 
the highest protection in this country. Special care should be taken 
not to disturb kingfi shers around their nest burrows.


