
The common frog grows up to 10cm long.  It can be brown, 
grey, pink or yellow, with darker blotches all over.  It has 
webbed hind-feet and a smooth, moist, slimy skin.  A frog’s 
back is raised, with two ridges down each side.  

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

when & where to see

Frogs are probably the most common amphibians in Britain.  
Unfortunately, they have come under a number of threats 
in recent years.  Many of their usual breeding places are 
disappearing as ponds become fi lled in or polluted 
because of housing development or intensive 
agriculture.  Over-collecting of spawn may be another 
factor in the decline of frog populations.
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Frogs can be found in or near almost any standing 
body of water, from ponds to ditches and lakes, though 
they are rarely seen in water outside the breeding 
season.  Frogs are excellent swimmers, using their 
powerful hind-legs, which on land are frequently used 
for leaping up to six or seven times their own length. 
Garden ponds are becoming an increasingly important 
refuge for frogs forced out of their old habitats. It has 
been estimated that nearly 50% of frogs in Britain live 
in garden ponds.  This can be good news for the 
gardener, as they eat a number of insect pests. Frogs 
usually return to the same pond every year.  Frog 
colonies tend to be fairly small, so they can exist quite 
easily in garden ponds.  

Scientifi c name: Rana temporaria

D
arin S

m
ith

S
ea

n 
B

ro
w

ne
Trevor W

igham



During mating, the smaller male clings onto 
the female ready to fertilise the spawn as 
soon as it is laid. 

Frog spawn is laid in large clumps in shallow 
water.  It takes about 3 weeks for tadpoles to 
emerge from the spawn and a further 12 weeks 
before they become mature froglets.

Frogs feed on insects, snails, slugs and worms.  
Tadpoles live on algae in the pond, and only 
become carnivores as they mature.  During 
the breeding season, common frogs do not 
feed at all.
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Animal Facts

did you know?

    Wildlife in the City is funded by Natural 
       England through Access to Nature, as 
             part of the Big Lottery Fund’s 
                    Changing Spaces 
                             programme.

           Wildlife in the City is a project 
        promoting local urban wildlife across 
     Nottingham City.  Wildlife in the City is a 
    partnership between Nottinghamshire Wildlife  
  Trust and Nottingham City Council, aiming to 
  offer more opportunities for people to get 
  involved in wildlife and their local green spaces.

                 About 
      Wildlife in the CityFrogs hibernate at the bottom of ponds, under 

old logs, in stone walls or in compost heaps. 
In a severe winter, frogs may die if the pond 
remains frozen for a long time: toxic gases such 
as methane build up from decaying vegetation, 
and cannot escape because of the ice.  To 
prevent this, melt the ice from time to time by 
standing a saucepan of hot water on it.  

You should not collect spawn from the wild or 
move frogs or frog spawn from garden ponds into 
the countryside.  This can cause the spread of 
invasive non-native plants and diseases that 
damage frogs and other wildlife.

You can create habitats in your garden where 
frogs can thrive; log piles, rockeries, bog gardens 
and compost heaps all help to provide food and 
shelter for frogs and other wildlife.  If you do build a 
pond, ensure it is safe for children by building a fence 
around it or by installing strong wire mesh just beneath the surface 
of the water.  It is also important to ensure that frogs and other wildlife have an easy way out of 
the water, by having gently sloping pond sides or by placing planters at the edge of the pond 
which animals can use to climb out.  
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